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REVEL. xiv. 13. 


And I heard à voice from Heaven, 
ſaying unto me, Write, Bleſſed are 
the dead who die in the Lord, from 
henceforth; yea, ſaith the Spirit, 
that they may reſt from their Labours 
and their Works do follow them. 


: ERILY there is a reward for the 
righteous ; and verily there is a Gad 
who judgeth in the earth, is declared 
in plain language both by | Reaſon and Re- 
velation. That a moſt wiſe and good God, 
who hath made us with capacities for a 
happineſs ariſing out of the perfection of 
knowledge and goodneſs, a perfection we cannot 
attain in the. preſent life, muſt deſign us for 
another ſtate, wherein the great end of our 
creation may be fully anſwered——That our 
heavenly Father, who exerciſes and approves the 
virtue and obedience of his children by ſevere 
trials, temptations, and ſufferings throughout 
this life, will not permit their filial piety and 
obedience thus approved to periſb unrewarded 
in the grave And that an almighty, moſt 
Nl A 2 Wie 
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with their ;gnorance of what m 
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wiſe and righteous Governor, who does not ex- 


wm | a9. here, "4 whoſe r wg 


beyond the grave, will in a following ſtate make 


his ſubjects happy or miſerable, in proportion 


to his approbation or abhorrence of their con- 


duct Theſe are truths elcarly taught by the 


| Reaſon of every conſiderate mind, and general- 


ly received by mankind in all ages, Yet though 
Reaſon bear fo expreſs a teſtimony te a future 


| Rate, and to the happineſs of the gavd therein, 


the imperfection of their beſt obedience, . Joined 

ay be included i in 
the comprehenſive defigns of the great Gover- 
nor of the moral world, make it very deſireable 
to have their hopes, as to ſo important an event, 
aſcertained by the expreſs declarations. of their 
great Lord, in regard to the nature, degree, 


and duration of the happineſs laid up for them. 


God our heavenly Father, to the inexpreſſible 
ſatisfaction of — ſincere Chriſtian, hath con- 
deſcended to do this in the Goſpel, aſſuring 
glory, honour, and immortality, to a patient 
continuance in well-doing + and to the voice of 
Reaſon, which ſays the pious, the virtuous, the 
obedient muſt be approved of God, and they 


whom God approves muſt be happy, is joined 


a voice from Heaven, which in a manner more 
clear and incouraging, pronounces, Bleſſed are 
tbe dead who die in the Lord. Bleſſed are the 
pious, the grateful, the obedjent, though exer- 


* throughout their lives with difficulties and 
ſuffer- 


d Rom. ii. 7. 
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ſufferings ;/ yea, though their adherence to truth 
and goodneſs may'coſt them every worldly in- 
tereſt, and lite itſelt; though like their great 
Maſter and Pattern they may expire amidſt the 
violence of torments, and. the inſults of their 
perſecutors, ſtill it is an nnſhaken truth, that 
they are Ge; 97 — the promiſe 
delivered by the 5 in ? Jaiab, They reſt 
from their Lat you pk into Peace, and 
reſt in the bed of Death. When they die an 
everlaſting period::is/ ſet to their | Zabours and 
Sorrows, and dbeir Works follow them, or attend 
them into the other world, axmuu wer! allen, 
where from the infinite munificence of their al- 
mighty Sovereign, they receiyt an everlaſting 
reward of $, in proportioned to 
the degrees of their fidelity and love while on 
their trial. 
As I nest on this Gains omele on 
_ eccafion of the Death of a worthy Friend, and 
your late honoured Paſtor, who now refts from 
his Labours, without confining myſelf to their 
ſtrict meaning, as connected with the | 
viſion, I ſhall treat this general truth which 
they contain The B 5 of > thoſe wwho die 
in tbe Lord, as refting from tbeir Labours, and 
receiving in 'themext fiate the reward of their 
good actions in the body To nude our me- 


uber it mote h ſhall, 
1. 12 


1 Brieff y deen pen what i included in this 
— of dying in the Lord, or who 
161i the 
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the Perſons are, that by this divine decla- 
ration are aſſured of Bleſedneſi. And 

J; i. Repreſent the Bleſſedneſt p romiſed to ſuch, 
and injoyed by them. They reſt. from their 
-* Labours,' and their Worts follow or attend 

©: them. God grant: what ſhall be offered to 

bo your conſideration may prevail with every 
one to poſſeſs himſelf of the _— 
+ as he "_ oy! the Ares oh | 


1 Tam n briefly: to ſhow ndnd is included 
in in cg in the Loru, or to deſeribe the Perſons 
who by this divine oracle are aſſured of Bleſſed- 
neſs, Their Character may be 1 un- 

; der the three following heads. * 

1. They haye deliberately and Erh choſen 
crit for their Lord, and devoted themſelves to 
the obedience of his Goſpel. - Deeply ſenſible 
of the guilt and deſert of their ſins, and their 
need of a Saviour, they bave-heartily embraced 

the | 'falvation, on the reaſonable conditi- 
ons with which it is offered. Upon a thorough 
rages of the right God bas in them, of the ö 

nfinite importance of his favour, and of the 
bee oxy obligution of thoſe commands which 
th * them by his Son, they have chear- 
intirely 2 — to his authority, 


7 


fully an 


and taken his ptecepts for their rule of life. 


And clearly apprehending the inſigniſicancy, in 
point of happineſs to an immortal ſpirit, of all 
the ſeparate intereſts and pleaſures of this bodily 
and momentary life, and the immenſe 8 

t 


a PO vi. 68. Ads ii, 37. Matt. xi. a8 
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that everlaſting happineſs which our Lord: pro- 
miſes to the pious and obedient, they have fix- 
ed it, as their only important concern in life, 
to be approved of God, and happy fot ever; 
and firmly reſolved on living ſoberly; rigbte- 
ouſly, and godly in this preſent world; . looking for 
that bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God, and of our Saviour Feſus Chriſi. 

We cannot die in abe Lord, if we have not 
been his in life; until we have thus deliberate- 
ly taken Chriſt for our Maſter, and heartily re- 
ſolved upon following him, we are not his diſ- 
ciples. While we are undetermined as to this 
great affair, we are at beſt. but * almo/t Chriſtians, 
and can be but almoſt, ſaved. | For can we think 
our Lord will judge thoſe worthy to be owned 
by him as his faithful ſervants, and to be re- 


44 > RET, 


ba 

_ have been baptized, and devoted to God 
through Chriſt in their Infancy, and educated 
in the Chriſtian Religion, are to manifeſt their 
acceptance of Chriſt as their Saviour and Lord, 
and their voluntary ſubjection to him, is, after 


they 


e Tit. ü. 12, 13. Acts xxvi. 8. 
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they are come to a full reſolution of living/ac- 
cording to the , dedicating themſelves 
to God and Chriſt at Js Table, in the inſtitu- 
tion which repreſents the ne Covenant in his 
blood. Until they have thus fully reſolved, and 
given this proof that he is their Lord, they can 
have. no claim to the nenn ng rewards of 
his ſervants. 

And' it is not enough to enter ourſelves nt 


hiy ſervice, Bat, 

They who would dg FE the bppiuet 
of Fe in the Lord, muſt live in obedience to 
him. He himſelf bath exprefly declared, Not 
every one that faith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; but be that 
goth the Will of my Father who ik in Heaven. 
In the verſe beste my Text, they who die in 
the Lord are thus deſcribed, Here i is the Patience 

of the. Saints; here art they that keep the Com- | 
mandments of God,” and the Paith of Feſas: And 
St. Pl] aſſures us, God will render to all ab- 
tording to their deeds. It is alſo added of thoſe 
whom the Text prononnees bleſſed, they reſt 
from their Labours, and their Works do follow' 
them ; they have therefore laboured in the ſer- 
vice of God and done good works, fince other- 
wiſe their good worles could not have followed 
them. Convinced of their conſtant dependance 
God, and increaſng obli gations to him, 

that his hand upholds their ſouls in Ife, his | 
bounty gives them all things they injoy, and | 
his kind influences maintain the divine life with- 

in 


© Luke Xi. 20, * Matt. vii.2t, * Rom iii 6 
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1 in them; they acknowledge by daily devotion, 
| prayer, and praiſe, the conſtant goodneſs of 
God, and their continual dependance, cheriſh a 
lively gratitude for his favours, and concern to 
be approved of him, and ſupplicate the conti- 
nued ſupplies of his Bounty and Grace; as well 
as devote the Lord's Day to theſe imploy- 

ments, | 
Having choſen the Son of God for their Ma- 
fler and Saviour, they ſtudy his Word as their 
Rule of living, and his Lite as their Pattern, 
expect acceptance with God through his death, 
and by the faith of his reſurrection are continu- 
ally animated in the purſuit of glory, honour, 
and immortality. Perſuaded that a * righteous 
Lord muſt love righteouſneſs, a good God * whoſe 
tender mercies are over all his works, and a Re- 
deemer who loved the world ſo as to die for it, 
muſt delight in, and can only approve true 
| goodneſs, they live juſtly, * do unto others, as 
' they would have others do unto them ; and love 
| their Neighbours as themſelves. By alms and 
acts of charity they lay up treaſures in Heaven; 
and put on, as the elect of God, bowels of mercy, 
' kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs and long- 
ſuffering, And fully ſenſible of the ſuperior 
excellence of the pleaſures of the mind, of 
| goodneſs and devotion, they will never, that 
they may more freely injoy the mean pleaſures 
of the body, deſtroy the Reaſon or Purity of 
their ſouls, but as ffrangers upon earth abſtain 
B From 


* Pfad. xi. 7. I Pſal. exlv. 9. m Matt. vii. 12, xxii, 39. 
® Luke xii, 33, Col. iii. 12. „ 1 Pet. ii. 11. 1 Cor. ix. 25. 
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from fleſhly lufts which war againſt the ſoul ; and 


are temperate in all things; and as thoſe who are 
riſen with Chrift ſeek the things which are above, 

where Chriſt ſiteth at the right-hand of God, and 
ſet. their affettions upon them. Apprehenfive of 
the neceſſary connection between reſembling a 
holy God, and being approved by him, and 
between having our tempers ſuited to the plea- 


ſutes of Virtue and Piety while here, and injoy- 
ing compleat bleſſedneſs from the perfection of 


theſe in the heavenly world, they ? cleanſe them- 
Jeboes from all filtbmneſs of 2 and ſpirit, per fect- 
ing balineſs in the fear of God. And if at any 
time through negligence, or the ſurptize and vio- 
lence of temptation, they are betrayed into fin, 
they recover themſelves by ſpeedy repentance 
and amendment; and can never think them- 
ſelves! the accepted ſervants of the Lord, till 
they have ceaſed to do the works of his enemy, 
and returned to the obedience of his laws. 
Thus they, who die in the Lord and are bleſſed, 
while s they live, live unto the Lord. And to 

eat their character, | 

3. They continue this courſe of obedience an- 
to deutb. It is not enough to have begun well, 
but we muſt © endure to the end, if we would 
he: ſaved. The: jigft ſhall live by faith ; but if be 
draw hack God will have no pleaſure in bim. It 
is only to a patient continuance in well-doing , 
that God has promiſed to render glory, honour, 
and . If we would die in the Lord 


we 


2 Cor. vii. 1. 1 Rom. xiv, 3 Matt. xxiv. 13. 
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we muſt be his ſervants until death, otherwiſe 
we ſhould die in fin, The length of the way 
muſt not prevail with us to give out, for we 
muſt not be weary in well-doing, or faint in 
our minds, or having begun in the ſpirit end in 
the fleſh. Though difficulties, perſecutions, 
and death ſhould riſe to view, and threaten 
us if we proceed, ſtill we muſt proceed, and 
not * count our lives dear, ſo we may finiſh our 
courſe well, Here is the Patience and Faith of 
the ſaints, This tries and approves our fidelity. 
The Text particularly relates to thoſe who died 
for the teſtimony of Feſus. And if the fear of 
ſufferings or death will not excuſe us in deſerting 
our Maſter's ſervice, much leſs will temptations 
of pleaſure or inter. Holineſs and goodneſs 
”—_ unchangably excellent and amiable in 
the eyes of God, and he can never ceaſe to ap- 
prove theſe, and condemn the contraries ; un- 
leſs therefore we would be condemned by him, 
and loſe the happineſs which follows his appro- 
bation, we muſt never ceaſe to be what he ap- 
proves, nor become of a contrary character. 
'Yea, the nearer we draw to the other world, 
the more urgent is the neceſſity of holineſs, 
ſince v without it no one ſhall ſee the Lord, and 
fince it is the very temper of happineſs ; and a 
blind man might as well hope to be happy, in 
being ſurrounded with fine paintings and gay 
| = mL as the wicked, and ſenſual, and un- 

oly, in the holy and heavenly Jeruſalem, We 
| B 2 muſt 


f Gal. vi. 9. Heb, xii. 3, 3 AG 23S 84.  * 
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muſt therefore not only begin, and proceed for 


ſome time, but finiſh well; not only live, but 
die in the Lord. 
Let this ſuffice to explain the Character of 


thoſe who are S/efſed in and after death. Be- 


fore we proceed to the next general head, let 
us all ſeriouſly aſk ourſelves, Is this our charac- 
ter? Have we come to a full reſolution of 
obeying Chriſt, given up ourſelves to him in 
covenant, and made good the dedication ? Is 
the caſe doubtful ? Let us immediately put it out 
of doubt. Is the contrary evident ? Let us im- 
mediately begin to be the Lord's. It is of infi- 
nite importance—Our final well-being, our 
happineſs to eternity depends upon it ; a happi- 
neſs compared with which the world is a trifle ; 
fince it comprehends a releaſe from every evil, 
and the poſſeſſion of every good fitted to make 


happy a reaſonable and immortal Being, and 
worthy of the great Governor of the world to 


beſtow on his faithful ſervants. Let us 


II. Attentively conſider this Bleſedneſs aſſu- 
red to the ſaints who die in the Lord. They 
reſt from their Labours, and their Works follow 


them ; or as the Original might be better render- 


ed, accompany them into the next ſtate, The 


firſt part of this bleſſedneſs, re? from all their 


Labours, is injoyed by them immediately after 
death, throughout the intermediate ſtate between 


death and the general reſurrection. The /e- 


cond, the reward of their Labours, is in part alſo 
injoyed immediately, but moſt fully aſter the reſur- 
rection, 
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rection, ſince the Day of general Judgment is 
the time fixed by God for rendering to all ac- 
cording to their Works, The good Works of 
the ſaints accompany them into the other world, 
and they are in part rewarded immediately, in 
the holy diſpoſition which they have eſtabliſhed 
here, and which is there “ per fected; in the full 
approbation of their own conſciences, and the 
tranſporting aſſurance of the approbation of God 
and of the Redeemer, and in thoſe pleaſures and 
imployments which can render perfect ſpirits 
happy, amidſt the beſt company, and in the 
preſence of God and of Jeſus; though their 
compleat glory and happineſs muſt be wait- 
ed for until the reſurrection. Then they ſhall 
be publickly approved before Angels and Men, 
and receive as a reward of their good Works 
done in the body, bodies glorious, ſpiritual, incor- 
| ruptible, and is Let us take a diſtin& 
) view of their happineſs, as promiſed by the voice 
from Heaven. They reſt from their Labours, 
and their Works accompany them. I (hall preſent 
them as diſtinctly as I can, though they will na- 
y turally run into one another. 
, 1. Bleſſed are the dead who die in the Lird, 
- for they reſt from their Labours. That the pre- 
- ſent ſhould be a life of labour, was the wiſe and 


r righteous * determination of 'God, immediatel 

Ty after the Fall; and that with this ſhort life ſhall 
n end all the labours of the fincerely pious and 
— good, and eternity reward them, is the moſt 
0 graci- 


» Heb. xii, 23, Gen. iii. 19. Rom. ii. 10. 1 Pet. i. 7. 
n, 1 Cor. xv. 
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ious appointment of his infinite goodneſs, 


8 
the gift of God through Feſus Chriſt. 


During the preſent life, though the happineſs 
of a reaſonable Being conſiſt in action, yet in all 
action there is labour and wearineſs, We are 
quite ſpent with the labour of a few hours, and 
muſt refreſh ourſelves in ſleep, the image of 
death, that we may be able with any ſpirit or 
pleaſure to go through the work of the returning 
day. The bulk of mankind are obliged for the 


ſupport of life to ſubmit to continual labours ; 


and if the rich will preſerve health and vigour, 
they muſt ſubjet themſelves to voluntary la- 
bours ; which though neceflary to preſerve the 


ſtock of ſtrength and vigour, for the preſent 
ſeem to exhauſt it. This labouriouſneſs of our 


Nate was wiſely appointed by God, as a corrective 


of the ſtrong paſſion in our frame for ſenſual good ; 
and as a trial of the ſtrength of our love to God 
and to our duty, which manifeſts itſelf in our 
chearfully overcoming labour and wearineſs in 
the ſervice of God, But all theſe labours end in 
death, The foul after droping this cumbrous 
body of fleſh, becomes a pure ſpirit ligbt and 
active, is all perfect life and perfect action. The 
longeſt journeys through the univerſe to con- 
template the works of God, or execute his or- 
ders, are performed by it without the leaſt wea- 
rineſs, and the longeſt ingagement in the nobleſt 
exerciſes can never tire it, The pure ſpirit hath 


no longer the incumbrance of a groſs body to be 


draged about, nor any foreign wants which it 
muſt 


Y Rom. vi. 23. 
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muſt drudge to ſupply, but its pleaſures all ariſe 
from the exerciſe of its immortal powers on ob- 
jects ever near, or of which, if diſtant, it can 
put itſelf in quick poſſeſſion without the leaſt 
fatigue. | 

How laborious now are the purſuits of knows 
ledge ! The wiſeſt of men from his experience 
pronounced much ſtudy a wearineſs to the fleſh. 
The ſpirits are exhauſted, the brain tired, and 
the head aches through continued application 
of thought. The materials of knowledge muſt 
with great pains be collected from diſtant parts, 
the drudgery of learning dead or foreign Lan- 
guages be ſubmitted to; and the eyes ſpent 
with reading, as well as the mind tired with 
attending, if we would gratify in any tolerable 
degree the noble defire of knowledge, and in- 
joy in any meaſure the divine pleaſures of truth, 
of the knowledge of God and of his Works. But 
all theſe labours ceaſe in death. The ſoul 
having burſt through its incloſure of fleſh, no 
longer * feels after God, but ſees him, The 
philoſophy of nature, which is now hidden 
from our groſs ſenſes, lies all open to the nicer 
view of the pure mind; and converſations with 
angels and perfect ſpirits give without labour 
that knowledge, which we here drudge for 
many years in vain, The delight of continual- 
ly diſcovering new truths, the moſt grand and 
beautiful, is now injoyed without the price of 
labour. The ſoul is never tired with the long- 
eſt and moſt attentive meditation, but to think 
is 


s Eccl, xii, 2. Acts xvii. 27. Matt. v. 8. 
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is its life and pleaſure. A journey from one 
end of the world to the other, for ſearching out 
the wonders of the divine perfections exerted in 
it, coſts not the labour of a few ſteps now. 
And then the bodies, which will be united to 
their ſouls at the reſurrection, will be of a na- 
ture ſuited to this activity of the mind; no 
longer animal, weak, and waſting, but * ſpiri- 


tual, powerful, and incorruptible. | | | 
Again—The practice of Religion and Vir- 95 
tue is at preſent attended with great Labours, f 
from which hey who die in the Lord happily reft. 
Faint are the impreſſions of ſpiritual objects = 
apon us, in compariſon of the impreſſions of a 
ſenſible, which forcibly turn away the mind ſ 
from attending to the other. Would we at bf 
any time affect our hearts with the Divine b, 
Preſence, Perfections, or Benefits, rife to a ſuit- 1 
able veneration and gratitude, and keep alive a al 
chearful concern to pleaſe God, it will coſt us th 
great ſtriviog to fix our minds in ſerious me- In 
ditation, to reſiſt the diſtractions of ſenſe, and ar 
injoy in any degree the ſatisfactions of devo- an 
tion : and after all our labour, it is but a little tic 
while we can injoy them, the body prevails, 4 
we mult attend to it, and not without freſh la- an 
bours, at proper intervals, can we return again the 
to the exerciſes and pleaſures of devotion. Te 
They who die in the Lord reſt from theſe Labours. pat 
The diſtractions of the animal body ceaſe for We 
ever on its being droped into the grave. The diſ 
pure in heart ſee God. Their clear n col 
0 


» 1 Cor, xv. 42. 4 
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of his immediate Preſence, glorious Perfections, 
and inexpreſſible Love, fills their ſouls with the 
moſt ardent ſentiments of veneration, gratitude, 
and love, and it is rather with difficulty that 
they turn their thoughts to any other ſubject, 
They are alſo © with Feſus, and behold his glory; 
and ſouls diſpoſed like theirs find it no difficulty 
when they ſee him, to admire and love and 
praiſe him, in the moſt rapturous manner. And 
who that loves the Redeemer can doubt whe- 


ther they are happy? 
The practice of Virtue alſo is attended while 


we are in the body with great difficulties, eſpeci- 
ally in the begining and in ſome tempers. Con- 
ſtitution and inclination often lie croſs to Rea- 
ſon and Virtue, and the „eib affections to the 
benevolent, When we ſee and approve what is 
right and good the inclination to the pleaſures 
and intereſts of the body ſtrongly draw us ano- 
ther way, and we find it difficult to preſerve a 
lively conviction of what is amiable and good, 
and to adhere to it. A conſtitution diſpoſed to 
anger, makes it difficult for us amidſt provoca- 
tions to preſerve the command of ourſelves, and 
a ſteddy regard to the rules of Truth, Juftice, 
and Charity. - Inclinations naturally ſtrong to 
the pleaſures of the ſenſes, render Chaſtity and 
Temperance difficult attainments. A ſtrong 
paſſion for reputation makes it difficult to bear 
well contempt or ſlander ; while to a covetous 
diſpoſition, a trifling inſtante of Charity ſhall 
coſt more than conſiderable benefactions to the 
| C gene- 
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generous, When with labour and reſolution 
we have in ſome degree maſtered theſe conſtitu- 
tional propenſities, yet at the appearance of 
their objects they will revive, and by their oppo- 
ſition render the ſatisfactions of right acting very 
imperfect; often draw us aſide to guilty com- 
pliances, break the peace of our conſciences, 
and oblige us to a continual attention of watch- 
fulneſs, if we would preſerve the piety of our 
minds and our fſelf-irjoyment. But bleſſed are 
the dead who die in the Lord, for at death they 
drop their body of fin, All thoſe inclinations 
rooted in the body, which are wholly ſuited 
to the preſent animal life, and the frequent oc- 
caſions of ſin, ceaſe for ever, and can no more 
diſtract, incumber, or pollute the ſoul, Paſſi- 


ons and prejudices no longer darken the mind, 


or pervert the Will, rendering it laborious to 
judge or act well; but the pure ſpirit in the 
cleareſt manner apprehends what is good, and 
with its intire Will chuſes, adheres to, and prac- 
tiſes it. The nobleſt inſtances of Virtue are as 
eaſy as the leaſt. The ſoul ever does what it ap- 


praves, and what God approves, Humility, 


Goodneſs, Friendſhip, a clear conviction of what 


is moſt amiable, and the moſt free and uniform 


practice of it, are the temper of the ſoul, and 


its unlaborious imployment and delight. All 


imperfection ceaſes, for when that which is per- 


tei is come, that which is in part will be done 


auay, and Charity, or the love of God, and all 
| reaſons 
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reaſonable Beings, never fails in its exerciſe or 
perfection. 
Again Our fection to others, and the 
ties of nature and blood, often ſubject us to the 
moſt painful labours, and ſevere uneaſineſſes. 
Their troubles are our afflictions, their wants 
our poverty, and their ill conduct our torment. 
Though we have taken care of our own behavi- 
our, and from that receive the ſatisfactions of 
Goodneſs and Integrity, yet ſtill we muſt ſuffer 
by the follies and faults of thoſe nearly related 
to us. A Huſband, a Wife, a Brother, a 
Child, diſſolute, guilty, and unhappy, pain us 
in a very tender part. But Bleſſed are the dead 
who die in the Lord, for they reſt from all pains 
of this kind. The affections on which they are 
founded are wiſely adapted to the preſent ſtate, 
exciting us to do our utmoſt for the perſons who 
are the objects of them, but when this purpoſe 
can no longer be anſwered, they give no more 
uneaſineſs, being felt no more. The unembo- 
died ſpirit loves in exact proportion to the moral 
excellence of the object; and as it fees all whom 
it loves, and who deſerve to be happy, as happy 
as it can with them, and none wretched but 
thoſe whom infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs ad- 
Judge deſerving of miſery, the ſufferings of ſuch 
give it no more pain, while the happineſs of all 
the well-deſerving give infinite pleaſure. In the 
other world the ſaints enter perfectly into the 
ſentiments which their great Maſter expreſſed, 


when he faid, © He that doth the Will of God, 
C 2 the 
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the ſame is my Sifter, and Brother, and Mo- 
ther, 

Further—The fichneſſes and pains of theſe 
mortal bodies give a /aborious exerciſe to the Pa- 
tience, Virtue, and Submiſſion of the good, 
but bleſſed are the dead who die in the Lord, for 
they reſt from theſe Labours. * They hunger no 
more, neither thirſt any more ; and God ſhall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes : and there ſhall 
be no more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, 
neither ſhall there be any more pain ; for the for- 
mer things are paſſed away. A diſordered body 
ſhall no more confuſe or diſtra& the mind, fill 
it with imaginary terrors, and difable it for the 
pleafures of Virtue and Piety, Fevers, Gout, 
Stone, every tireſome, and every tormenting 
diſeaſe end in death. The foul having droped 
its fetters, put off its diſeaſed body, and got out 
of its priſon, with inexpreſſible pleaſure and 
ſurprize finds itſelf at once in poſſeſſion of im- 
mortal health, and perfect vigour and activity; 
its proſpects unclouded, its joys unimbittered, 
and its happineſs ever growing, without poſſi- 
bility of decay, interruption, or end. 

Finally — The oppoſition, ill treatment, and 
perſecutions, which the faithful ſervants of Chriſt 
often ſuffer here, from the ignorant, ſuperſti- 
tious, bigotted, hypocritical, violent, or pro- 
fane, and from which death tor ever frees them, 
render it juſt to pronounce them bleſſed abo die 
in the Lord. The voice from Heaven deſigned 
chiefly to expreſs this part of their bleſſedneſs. 

St, 


Rev. vii. 16. xxl. 4. 
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St. Paul alſo having mentioned the tribulations 
and perſecutions of the good, calls their deliver- 
ance Reſt. Jo you who are troubled Reſt, with 
us. In this world they who adhere faithfully 


to Chriſt's authority, ® call him alone Maſter, 


and having honeſtly endeavoured to diſcover his 
Truths, and his Will, propound them to others 
without a ſervile regard to eſtabliſhed prejudices 
and errors; ſuch faithful ſervants of Chriſt are 
now often loaded with reproaches and ill uſage 
by the ignorant, the prejudiced, and the artful, 
and treated as Heretics, and Seducers, They 
who ſtruck with the beauty of true goodneſs re- 
commend it in the ſtrongeſt manner, as eſſen- 


tial to the favour of God, and real happineſs, 


are reproached as enemies to the Grace of the 
Goſpel, and to the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, which 
they perſuade men to imitate, And they who 
content with the love of God, of Jeſus, and of 
mankind, with ſabſtantial Virtue, and a heaven- 
ly converſation, deſpiſe ſuperſtitious obſervances, 
whimfical auſterities, and uncommanded ſttict- 
neſſes, and converſe like their Maſter in an 
eaſy manner, are, like him, ſlandered as wine- 
bibbers, gluttonous, and the friends of Publicans 
and Sinners, whom they endeavour to bring in 
love with true Religion. Yea, ſlanders, con- 
tempt, and lighter injuries, are not the worſt 
uſage good men receive from a wicked world. 


They have been impriſoned, famiſhed, tor- 


tured, and expired amidſt the rage of flames, 
and the inſults of their enemies; and treated as 
| not 
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not worthy to live, * of whom the world was 
not worthy. The Son of God, and the beſt of 
men, led the way in this courſe of ſufferings, 
and hath been followed by his Apoſtles, and an 
innumerable company of Martyrs and Confeſ- 
ſors. But bleſſed are the dead who die in the 
Lord, and who die for him. They who kill 
the body, have after that no more that they can db. 
The fidelity and conſtancy of the faints thus 
approved, render them infinitely dear to God, 
and inexpreſſibly happy in his full approbation, 
and in their own conſciouſneſs of their integrity 
and ſteddy goodneſs. The moment they enter 
the other world, the ſmiles and approbation of 
God and of Jeſus infinitely overpay the re- 
proaches of men, and the friendſhip of Angels 
compenſates the hatred of wicked mortals, 
Their ® ſpirits return to God and Feſus, ſmile at 
the rage of their enemies, and triumph in abſo- 
lute eaſe, immortal life, the favour of God, 
the preſence of Chriſt, and fulneſi of joy. Bleſſed 
then indeed are the dead who die in the Lord, for 
they reſt from their Labours ; and ® thoſe light af 
ictions which are but for a moment, are not 
aworthy to be compared with the glory revealed 
to them. And this naturally leads my thoughts 
to the 
2d. part of their Bleſſedneſs, their Works 
fellow, or attend them, Under the laſt head 
you ſaw part of their reward, and J ſhall now 
chiefly lead your thoughts to that part of their 
Bleſſed- 
* Heb, xi. 36. i. 1. *' Luke xi. 4. A viigge. 
n Rom. viii. 18. 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
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Bleſſedneſs which is diſtindt from what we 
may call the natural conſequences of their 
dying in the Lord, and which is the reward 
with which the free goodneſs of the beſt of 
Beings crowns their Patience, Fidelity, and 
Obedience. Reft from their Labours is equally 
injoyed by all who die in the Lord, but their 
degrees of poſitive reward and happineſs d:fer, 
according to their having more or leſs abounded 
in works of Piety and Charity while upon 
earth, Our Lord the Judge expreſsly diſtin- 
guiſhes the reward of a Prophet from that of 
a mere rizhteous man. He pronounces thoſe 
bleſſed who ſuffer for Righteouſneſs ſake, becauſe 
great is their reward in Heaven. He commands. 
by charitable actions to provide ourſelves 4 
treaſure in Heaven ; yea, rather than not thus 
procure a treaſure there, to fell what we have. 
that we may give alms, And his Apoſtle de- 
clares, ? God loveth the chearful giver ; and that 
he who in this kind of actions ſoweth ſparingly, 
ſhall reap ſparingly, and he that ſoweth bounti- 
fully, ſhall reap bountiſully; and that God will 
render to all according lo their Works. Reaſon, 
alſo joins with Revelation in this incouragement, 
always to abound in the work of the Lord, and 
to perfect holineſs, For the ſame reaſon that 
God loves goodneſs and rewards it, he muſt 
love the higheſt degrees of goodneſs moſt, and 
moſt largely reward them. The faint who 
hath reached the moſt exalted heights of Piety 


and 
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and Virtue is in the temper of his ſoul qua- 


lified for a higher degree of happineſs, in a 


more perfect knowledge and love of God. And 
the faint conſcious to the moſt eminent im- 
provements in Virtue and Piety, to the moſt 
numerous inſtances of charity and doing good, 
to the compleateſt command over his paſſions, 


and to the promoting moſt conſiderably the 


happineſs of mankind, eſpecially their everlaſt- 
ing happineſs ; this faint muſt of conſequence 
be happier in the reflections of his own mind, 
and in the preſence, friendſhip and happineſs of 
thoſe to whoſe welfare he hath greatly contri- 
bated, than another good man can be, who 
cannot refle& on ſo uſeful a life, nor in the 
world of bliſs ſee ſo many, whoſe love he 
| hath merited, or to whoſe felicity he hath 
contributed. TIE | 

- We have therefore not only the ſtrongeſt in- 
couragement to be the Lord's, to enter his 
ſervice and perſevere in it, but to, be always 
abounding in the work of the Lord; to ſtrive 
that our knowledge of God, our faith in him, 
our love and gratitude may be the moſt ra- 
tional, fervent and uniform ; and. for this pur- 
poſe to * pray always, in every thing lo give 
thanks, and to watch unto prayer, Not only to 
be charitable, but to deviſe liberal things, to 
ſeek ont occafions of doing good, and contrive 
ways to be moſt extenſively uſeful. . Not only 


ſo to govern our inclinations and paſſions, - as 


to keep ourſelves from groſs tranſgreſſions of 
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the laws of Righteouſneſs, Purity, and Tempe- 
rance, but to keep every paſſion in a conſtant 
eaſy ſubjection to Reaſon and Religion, perfect 
bolineſs in the fear of God, be heavenly minded, 
and have our heart and treaſure in heaven : 
ſince every inſtance of goodneſs, every victor 
over our paſſions, every advance in Piety, wil 
produce to us a bzgber degree of glory and bleſ- 
ſedneſs to eternity; and we can no way ſo 
well imploy our time, wealth, thought, or 
diligence, as in the ſervice of this Lord, 
who will not ſuffer the leaſt ſincere endea- 
vour to pleaſe him, the leaſt inſtance of cha- 
| rity and doing good, not even a Cup of cold 
water given to a Diſciple, to go unrewarded, 
The beſt we can hope from the other purſuits 
and injoyments of life, diſtin& from ri 
and Virtue, and from all expences on the mere 
ſhow of life, is, that they will load us with no 
guilt to be borne by us into the other world. 
If they do not, through any irregularities, at- 
tending the acquiſition or poſſeſſion, leſſen our 
happineſs in the everlaſting ſtate, they will no 
way augment it. All ſuch purpoſes and pur- 
ſuits for ever end in death. Whereas every act 
of charity we perform, every improvement we 


make in Piety, Meekneſs, Humility, Patience, 


Benevolence, Purity, Temperance; and the 
like; and every good action we do, yea, every 
good intention, which failed in execution ſolely 
through want of opportunity, all theſe ſhall 


go with us into the other world, render us 


D more 
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more dear to God, and raiſe us to a more dif- 
tinguiſhed rank of glory and happineſs for 
eternity, 

The particular ways in which this is to be 
effected, and the certainty of the thing, we 
may learn from the following inſtances. 

It is one part of the bleſſedneſs promiſed to 
the faithful diſciples of Chriſt, that they ſhall 
* ſee God, and be where Chrif is, and behold 
his glory ; that is, will be bleſt with the cleareſt 
1 of God and of Chrift, and the 
moſt tranſporting aſſurances of their favour ; ; 

| ſhall injoy the largeſt and brighteſt views of 
the divine Perfections and Works, and from 
theſe riſe to raviſhing ſentiments of veneration, 
wonder, gratitude and love, ſhall triumph in 
the glory and bliſs of the Redeemer, and praiſe 
him in the moſt exalted manner, This is a 
happineſs that admits of very different degrees. 
The knowledge, devotion and tranſport of an 
Archangel muſt be — ſuperior to thoſe 
of an Angel; and of conſequence in propor- 
tion to our greater improvements in goodneſs 
and devotion, to our greater diligence and de- 

light in meditating on the Perfections, and 
ſtudying the Works and Word of God, and 
thinking of, and loving an unſeen Saviour, in 
proportion. to theſe will be the diſcoveries God 
will make to us of his Excellencies, and of 
his Works, and that Jeſus will make of him- 
{elf and of his love, and our happineſs in a 


more extenſive knowledge and exalted devotion. 
To 
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To thoſe who in this life have injoyed to any 
degree the. pleaſures of Truth, and of divine 
Love, I need not prove, that they are the moſt 
valuable ſatisfactions; and can they wiſh greater 
encouragement to , cultivate a diſpoſition for 
theſe, and prefer them now before the mean 
pleaſures of the animal life, than that the de- 
gree, in which they ſhall for ever poſſeſs theſe 
ſatisfactions in Heaven, will be determined by 
their preſent improvement in a pious and hea- 
venly temper ; and the more they thus reſem- 
ble the Angels now, the nearer ſhall they be 
like them in bliſs for ever? 

Again— The joys, of Friendſhip, of mutual 
communications of Knowledge and Happineſs, 
and of being imployed in executing the great 
deſigns of the divine government for the hap- 
pineſs of God's moral creation, are part of the 
bliſs good men will injoy afier death; and in 
this reſpect their good Works now will follow 
them, that their injoyment of this happineſs 
will be meaſured by the degrees of their good- 
neſs and uſefulneſs here. Our Lord the 
Judge has determined, that the diligent and 
faithful ſervant, who made his one pcund ten 
pounds, ſhould be ſet over ten Cities ; ; while he 
who improved it but to five, was made Go- 
vernour but of five Cities, His Apoſtles alſo 
he aſſures, for their incouragement to an ac- 
tive zeal and patient perſeverance in his ſervice; 
ye are they who have continued with me in my 
Temptations, and 1 _ unto you a Kingdom, 

2 as 
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as my Father hath appointed unto me; that ye 
may eat and drink at my Table in my Kingdom, 
and fit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of 
Jfrael. They therefore who while on their trial 
have been mot pious and uſeful and charitable, 
being conſequently rewarded by God with an 
elevation to higher degrees of Knowledge and 
Goodneſs in the other world, will be qualified 
to fill higher poſts in the heavenly Polity, and 
to bear nobler parts in executing the divine de- 
figns. Being qualified alſo to communicate 
more Knowledge and Happineſs to others, they 
will naturally injoy more exalted ſatisfactions in 
thus communicating good, and be happier in the 
greater efteem and love of the other bleſſed ſpi- 
rits ; whoſe eſteem and love will ever be deter- 
mined by the degrees of moral excellence. 
Finally—The reſurrection of our bodies to 
glory, beauty, power and immortality, is a con- 
fiderable part of the reward of our Works here, 
and in this reſpect our Works will follow us 
into the other world; that as * one far differeth 
from another ſtar in glory, ſo alſo will be the 
reſurrection from the dead, The body of the 
loweſt faint will in glory and beauty be “ ke 
to our Lord's own moſt glorious body; yet as not- 
withſtanding this reſemblance, the glory, ma- 
jeſty, and beauty of the Son of God, and the 
happineſs he receives through his glorified body, 
1s greatly above that of the moſt exalted faint, 
ſo the nearer we reſemble the Son of God in 
fervent Piety, active Goodneſs, chearful _— 
neſs 


* 1 Cor. xv. 41. Phil. iii. 21, 
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neſs and Patience, and in a heavenly Temper 


and Converſation, the more ſhall the glory, and 
beauty, and perfection of our ſpiritual bodies, 
and the happineſs we receive from them, re- 
ſemble the glory and happineſs of the Son of 
God; and conſequently the more honourable 


ſhall be our rank and diſtinction for ever. Would 


we therefore be diſtinguiſbed for immortal glory, 
beauty, and happineſs in the Court of Heaven, 
let us now adorn our ſouls with the moral beau- 
ties in the greateſt luſtre, with Piety, Goodneſs, 
Compaſſion, Sweetneſs, Modeſty, Humility, and 
the like ; and then as nearly as we now reſem- 
ble our perfect Pattern in thoſe amiable quali- 
ties, ſo nearly ſhall the glory and perfection of 
our bodies hereafter reſemble his, when be 
righteous ſhall ſhine as the Sun in the Kingdom 
f their Father, 

Well then might the voice from Heaven 
ſay, Bleſſed are the dead who die in the Lord, 
fince death at once frees them for ever from all 
evil and ſuffering, and removes them to a ſtate 
of unering Knowledge and eftabliſhed Goodneſs ; 
where they are preſent with the Lord Feſus, ſee 
God face to face, converſe with Angels, and 
Joy fully expect the general 2 24 8 where- 
in before innumerable Angels; and the whole 
human race, their approved Piety and Obedience 
ſhall be acknowledged and applauded ; and they 
in their reſurrection- bodies, cloathed with high 
degrees of immortal glory, beauty, and 3 

uited 
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ſuited to the degrees of their diligence and, fi- 
delity in the work of their great Maſter, ſhall 
begin a ſtate of compleat happineſs, which ſhall 
laſt, not barely for ſome thouſands of Years, or 
millions of how, but” for ever: and when in- 
numerable Ages have rolled by witneſſes to 
their perfect felicity, ſhall know their happi- 
neſs to be as far from an end as at the begin- 
ing; ſhall know it to be unalterable as the 
love and power of the unchangeable God, ſure 
as his faithfulneſs, and laſting as his everlaſting 
dominion, Happy indeed are the dead who die 
in the Lord | Who would not live to him; and 
die in him? © * Bleſſed be the God and Father 
&« of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, who of his abun- 


« dant mercy hath begotten us again to a lively 


Lope, by the reſurrection of Chriſt from the 


« dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and un- 
* filed, and that fadeth not away, reſerved 
e in Heaven for us, who are kept by the pe 

« of God through faith unto ſalvation. Bleſ- 
« ſed alſo be the Lamb that was ſlain, even 
« Jeſus who loved us, and died to waſh us 


from our fins. in his own blood, and make 


e us Kings and Prieſts unto God. Salvation, 
e Bleſſing, Glory, and Praiſe be to the eternal 


« fountain of all good, the Father of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, and the Father of mercies, and 
to his well beloved Son for ever and ever; 
« who thus reward the imperfect Love and 
« Obedience of a ſhort life, and after moment- 


* ary Labuurs grant everlaſti ng Reſt and infinite 
„ Bleſſed- 


* 
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1 Bleſſedneſs.” Let us now cloſe this ſubject by 
mentioning a few of the Inferences we ſhould 
draw from this moſt delightful truth, delivered 
by a voice from Heaven, aſſured by the promiſe 
and oath of the unchangeable God, and by the 
dying teſtimony, and glorious reſurrection, and 
aſcenſion of his Son. And 

1. We ſhould learn hence to value in the 
greateſt degree the Chriſtian Religion, which 
thus ſupplies the ſtrongeſt conſolations under 
the evils of life and the fears of death; pro- 
nouncing thoſe bleſſed that die in the Lord ; 
and by a voice from Heaven, by the moſt ex- 
preſs declarations of almighty God, and the 
death and reſurrection of his Son, aſſures us 
they reſt from all their Labours, and are entered 
upon everlaſting happineſs. To ftruggle with 


diffieulties, to labour under afflictions, pains, 


and diſappointments, is inſeperable from our 
mortal condition, To have theſe lightned by 
the affurance that they are all directed by in- 
finite wiſdom and goodneſs, for exerciſing and 
increaſing our Virtue and Piety; and that our 
bearing them well, during a ſhort life, ſhall 
work out for us a far more exceeding even an eter- 
nal weight of glory, is a privilege peculiar to 
Chriſtians. After a ſhort life to be ſubje& to 
the ſtroke of death, to have a natural dread 


of it, and to be obliged to enter, and paſs 


through the gloomy vale, without ſeeing whi- 
ther it leads, this is alike the lot of all the 
children of men. To be expreſsly aſſured, and 


> Rom. viii, 28, Heb, xii. 5. 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
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by a wice from Heaven, that death puts not an 
end to our Being, but only to our ſufferings, 
that it immediately introduces us into a ſtate of 
perfect reſt and ſelſ- injoyment; and that our 

bodies, from which our ſouls. part reluctantly, 
ſhall be reſtored to them with infinite advantage, 
and be prepared to be the ſeats and inſtruments 
of compleat and immortal felicity ; theſe are. in- 
couragements for which we are wholly in- 


debted to the Goſpel of Chriſt, and which ſhould 


indear it to us in the greateſt degree. 


Reaſon will indeed prove to us a future ſtate, 


wherein. it ſhall be well with the righteous ; yet 
ſome of the greateſt men, among thoſe who 
had only Reaſon to guide them, had a mixture 
of doubt and uncertainty with their belief of a 
future ſtate. Socrates, who: reaſoned 4 
beſt of any of the Philaſopbers in proof of 
ſupports himſelf with this hope at — —— 
of death; that either the — 
body; and if ſo, to — "B< was better than 
to live with bad men; or elſe, which he believ- 
ed and hoped, the foul was immortal, and then 
after — releaſed from the body, the ſpirits 
of good men went to the gods, and to the 
abode of good ſpirits, and were happy in their 
friendſhip. "Their 1 reaſonings alſo 1n proot of this 
great — were often weak, at other times 700 
Jubttle for common apprebenſions, and general- 
ly diſcovered a great deal of doubt in their own 
minds, as well as /eft a * deal in the minds 
of 


1 Plat. Apol. 
* Plat. Phzdon, & Tuſc. Quaſt. 
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of their hearers: whereas Chrift and his Apo- 


files ſpeak plainly and peremptorily, and without 


the leaſt doubt and uncertainty on this moſt 
important ſubject; they aſſure us in the name 


of God our Maker, and by miracles prove he 


had impowered them to give the aſſurance, par- 
ticularly by raiſing the dead, and Chriſt by ri- 


ſing himſelf from the dead, in confirmation of 


this doctrine, that the ſoul ſuryives the body, 


ſo that men u kill the body: can mt kill the 


Joul ; that when * ben we are abſent from the 
body, we are preſent with the Lord in Paradiſe ; 
and that God will render glory, honour, and im- 
mortality to à patient continuance in well-doing. 
The meaneſt capacity can with eaſe and certain- 
ty apprehend, that if God our Creator declares 
we are made for another ſtate, and that he will 
in it make the pious and obedient happy, this 
future life and happineſs are ſure beyond all rea- 
ſonable doubt; and that. God really commiſ- 
ſioned his Son jeſus to make in his name theſe 
declarations, who not only wrought numberleſ 
miracles in proof of it, but who having ſealed 
this truth with his blood, actually roſe again on 
the third day to confirm the promiſe 95 a gene- 
ral ręſurrection, and of liſe eternal. Support- 
ed by theſe expreſs aſſurances, the meaneſt ſin, 
dete Ghriftion can triumph over death in full 
hope of a glorious immortality; when the great- 
eſt ' Philofephers were ſuſpicious and doubt- 
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And then the Goſpel affures us of what the 
beſt Reaſon could not aſcertain, that with the 
preſent life end all the labours and dangers of 
good men, and that immediately after it com- 
mence unalterable Virtue and Piety, and com- 
| pleat and everlaſting Bleſſedneſs. The wiſeſt 

* Heathen concluded that only a few eminently 
good reſted from their labours in death, and 
were fixed in happineſs. The generality of 
others, whoſe characters were mixed, and their 


goodneſs imperfect, they believed were tried 


again in another ſtate, and not fixed in happi- 
neſs till compleat and eſtabliſbed in goodneſs. 
And without a Revelation we could not be aſ- 
ſured that God would not thus diſpoſe of us. 
Whereas we Chriſtians are bleſſed with this glo- 
rious excitement to i to the Lord, and to die 
in him ; that a voice from Heaven declares it as 
certain, and commands it to be written for the 
comfort of Chriſtians in all ſucceeding times, 
Bleſſed are the dead who die in the Lord, in that 
they reſt immediately from all their Labours, and 
their good Works going with them are rewarded 
with everlaſting life. 

Let any ſerious perſon, defirous of ſatisfation 
as to the ſtate of men in the next life, read the 
beſt Writers unenlightened by Revelation ; and 
after theſe read the Diſcourſes of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, and then ſay, whether while the one 
leaves him doubrful, the other does not give him 
abſolute certainty? And while the one at moſt 
allows him to expect ſome h degree of happi- 

neſs, 
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neſs, they know not well what, anſwerable to 
the ſhortneſs and imperfection of their Virtue, 
the other does not give the moſt expreſs and de- 
lightful aſſurances of compleat and endleſs felici- 
ty? How ſhould all therefore, the bulk of man- 
kind eſpecially, who are not capable of long and 
cloſe reaſonings on this ſubject, but alike inte- 
reſted in it, as being in common ſubjected to la- 
bours, ſufferings, and death, how highly ſhould 
they eſteem this Revelation, which by its divine 
incouragements chears the ſoul under the great- 


eſt evils of life, and makes them ſcarce ſenſible; 


and darts in ſuch a light through the gloom of 
death, as ſcatters all the horrors of it, ſhowing 


it to be only a ſhort paſſage to everlaſting reſt, 
and to an infinite reward, 


11. What a 7rifle are all the ſeparate cares 


and intereſts, and pleaſures of this ſhort life in 
compariſon of this great concern, that we live to 


the Lord, and die in him; and thus ſecure an. 
everlaſting reſt from all labour and ſuffering, and 


the poſſeſſion of perfect and never ending happi- 
neſs ! Men are careful and cumbered about many 
things, when really but one thing is needful and 
important. We are ſollicitous to ward off the 
evils, and to provide againſt the wants and in- 


conveniencies of the preſent lite, and generally 


look no further, when death without our care 
would ſoon put an end to all theſe, and at the 
cloſe of life they would appear but like the un- 


eaſineſs of a dream. We are eagerly ingaged in 


the purſuit of wealth or pleaſure, and if we 


E 2 ſucceed. ' 
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ſacceed here concern ourſelves for no more, 
when ſuppoſing we prove moſt ſucceſsful in the 
purſuit, a few days will remove us for ever from 
them, at death they will appear to us as if they 
bad never been, and in the next, the everlaſt- 
ing ſtate on which we are entering, will be 
found of no importance to our eternal well- be- 
ing. On the contrary, the injuſtice by which 
we may have acquired them, or the /icentiouſ- 
neſs with which we have injoyed them, will 
then hang heavy on our ſouls, and fill us with 
the moſt anxious forebodings of what will fol- 
low our making up ſo ill an account. Yea, 
ſuppoſing no other life, ſo many labours and 
difficulties attend the purſuits of wealth and 
pleaſure, ſo uncertain is the acquiſition, ſo ſhort 
the injoyment, and ſo certainly daſhed with diſ- 
guſt, produced by the diſappointment of our 
immoderate- deſires and expectations, and ſo 
ſoon do the ſhadows of death overtake us, and 
blot out the whole ſcene, that nothing in life 
were then worth much toil and anxiety, But 
how much more trifling muſt thoſe temporal 
things 'appear, if compared with the concerns 
of an immortal Being, who is here on his trial 
for eternity, and who may fo act his part in 
this ſcene as to be approved of his Judge, and 
happy for ever! And how aſtoniſhing is it, 
that ſuch trifles can ingage the generality to 
neglect the other, when even the hopes of Hea- 
ven would render them happier now, than the 
world can without theſe hopes, and the poſſeſ- 
ſton of it fully and for ever happy! 
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If reſt be good, and ſecurity from evil be 
deſirable, the everlaſting reſt of Heaven muſt 
be infinitely valuable, and worthy all our care 
to ſecure it. If life and pleaſure be valuable, 
immortal life, everlaſting pleaſure muſt be infi- 
nitely valuable, and every thing elſe trifles. 
How do all the evils and all the joys of this 
ſhort life diſappear, when. we read ſeriouſly our 
Saviour's Parable of the rich man and Lazarus 
Who can envy the rich man his being clatbed 
in purple and fine linen, and faring ſumptuouſly 
every day; who can deſire ſuch a felicity ? When 
the dream of life was ſo ſoon over,. and followed 
with his awaking in forments, Who can think 
the poverty and ſores of the pious Lazarus any 
great evils, when death ſo ſpeedily cured him 


of both, and delivered him to Angels, who 


conducted him to Paradiſe, to the beſt compa- 
ny, and to the higheſt injoyments? Who that 
knows himſelf made for immortality, can eſteem 


any thing important to him but this, ſo to live, 


whether he be rich or poor, according to the 
inſtructions of his Sovereign, that whenever he 
dies he may die in Jeſus, and after death 
happy for ever? Su cal 
. 111. Are they bleſſed who die in the Lord? 


Do they reſt from their Labours, and do their 


Works go with tbem into the next ſtate, and 
there receive an infinite reward? Let us all 
be perſuaded to labour after this character. To 
be ſubject to labours and ſorrows here is the lot 
of all; to have all theſe ending in death, and 
— Lake xvi. 19. 
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ſueceeded by perfect reſt and eternal bliſs, is the 
privilege of thoſe only who die in the Lord, If 
you devote life to the purſuits of pleaſure, 
wealth, or ambition, though you were ſucceſs- 
ful to the height of your wiſhes, yet labour and 
vexation would. inſeparably attend you, and 
mingle with your ſweets ; and death after a few 
days put an utter end to your injoyment, and 
turn you naked, diſconſolate, and hopeleſs, in- 
to the world of recompences, where riches will 
not profit, where of guilty pleaſures remain no- 
thing but the ſtinging remorſe and diſpairing re- 
membrance; and where no diſtinctions take 
place, but thoſe which are founded in moral 
goodneſs, in the imitation of our Lord, and 
ſerving him faithfully, Whereas if you imme- 
diately begin to /ive unto the Lord, from that 
moment you put yourſelves in the way to be ſafe 
from every real evil, and ſure of every proper 
l The labours and difficulties of life will be 
cheared by the expected reſt and promiſed re- 
wards of Heaven, and (as when you bear them 
well they will continually raiſe your hopes) will 
be changed into pleaſures. The nobleſt ſatisfac- 
tions from the love and imitation of your Lord, 
from conſcious goodnefs, advancing holineſs, and 
approaching immortality, will fill your boſoms. 
The ſhortneſs and uncertainty of. life, . and near 
views of death, will give you no uneaſineſs, who 
can regard death as the final period of labour and 
ſuffering, and the introduction to conſummate 
and immortal bleſſedneſs. The cloſe of 2 

morta 


(37 ) 

mortal life will then be peace, and ſucceeded by 
life eternal, Whereas if you live forgetful of 
your Lord, and diſobedient to him, the toils 
and ſorrows of life will be aggravated by guilty 
reflections, and uneaſy fears for futurity, and 
followed with the deſerved puniſhments of the 
unſeen world. If this world, for the ſake of 
which you facrifice the happineſs of the other, 
can compenſate you for thoſe evils, and offer you 
a happineſs any way comparable with the preſent 
ſatisfactions of Religion, and the reſt and re- 
wards of Heaven, in the name of viſdom ſtick 
to the world. But if it cannot, in the name of 
God be exhorted to quit a fooliſh and a ruinous 
courſe. Life is uncertain ; if this day you will 
not live to Chriſt, before to morrow you may 
die out of hm, and for ever miſs Heaven, 
Come then to an immediate and full reſolution 
for a life of Religion, Dedicate yourſclves to 
God and Chriſt in the Chriſtian Covenant, and 
fulfill without delay its conditions. The world 
cannot make you amends for the hazard you run 
by the leaſt delay. Surprizing infatuation ! We 
muſt earneſtly intreat reaſonable and immortal 
Beings, and intreat them in vain,. to ſecure to 
themſelves a reſt from every evil, and everlaſt- 
ing bleſſedneſs; and not to trifle away a ſhort 
life, their only ſeaſon for ſecuring it, and thus 
lunge themſelves into an utter deſpair of being 
— You muſt live to the Lord, if you 
would die in bim; and fill life with works 
of Piety and Goodneſs, if you would have it 
produce to you in the next ſtate 3 
fruits 
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fruits of compleat and everlaſting happi⸗ 

Iv, This OO NY recommends 
tarly Piety, that our Works go with us into the 
other world, ſince we may thus improve the 
whole of life for augmenting our happineſs to 
eternity. Labours for acquiring wealth and 
diſtinction, expences on ſenſual pleaſure, and 
time devoted to gay amuſements, all theſe are 
at beſt 10%, ſince neither of them attending us 
into the other world will procure for us the ap- 
probation or rewards of our Sovereign. Where- 


as all labours imployed in acquiring a know- - 


ledge of God, of Jeſus, and of our duty, and 
eſtabliſhing a pious and virtuous diſpoſition ; all 


our labours and expences in doing good, in re- 


lieving the neceſſitous, comforting the afflicted, 
well educating our Children, promoting the 
welfare of our Families, Relations; and Ac. 
quaintance, in the beſt diſcharge of relative dus 
ties, or in ſupporting and "advancing the inte- 
reſts of Religion in the world; and all the time 
given to the pleaſures of knowledge, goodnefs, 


and devotion ; all theſe labours and expences, 


beſides the preſent ſattsfaction and reward at- 
tending them, will ge teich us into the other 
world, and conttibute to raiſe our ſtation of 
gloty and happineſs to eternity. Theſe Worts 
will all be as, 7 5 eee ty hb g 
_ How, ſhould the Young therefote rejoice, 
that they may thus improve the whole of life; 
and immediately devote themſelves to the ſtudy 
and practice of Virtue and Religion, If my 
Oe thus 
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thus carly enter themſelves into the ſervice of 
Chriſt, befides preventing the anguiſh of guilty 
reflections, and the difficulty of curing bad ha- 
bits, beſides finding the practice of Religion far 
more eaſy and pleaſant, they will make the 
_ whole of this ſhort life turn to infinite advantage 
in the next ſtate, For whereas late converts 
have a very ſmall part of life, that they can 
review with ſatisfaction, are ſtung with guilty 
reflections and remorſe for innumerable inſtances 
of folly and ingratitude, and for having waſted 
a great part of life, are forced to ſtruggle hard 
with inveterate paſſions and habits, and at laſt 
have little to be rewarded, and are ſcarcely ſa- 
ved; every day will yield thoſe, who have 
been pious from their youth, matter for pleaſing 
reflections, and bright hopes. The pleaſure of 
doing their duty every day will be- greater than 
the pleaſures of fin ; and when they conclude 
thejr time of trial, their Works will go with 
them into the other world, and cauſe neg crown 
of glory to be of diſtinguiſhed ſplendor, and 
their happineſs of the moſt exalted kind; for 
* as they have ſown, they ſhall alſo reap. 

My Young Friends, if the world can make 
you offers like theſe, "cloſe with them; if not, 
be ſo much your own friends, be ſo grateful to 
God and to Jeſus, as immediately to come to a 
full reſolution for a religious life, and devote 
your ſelves to God through Chriſt, When you 
have thus well 'begun, he work will be bo If 
done, and the frtcion you will experience, 
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in -having entered the way to life eternal, will 
make you advance joyfully in it; and the excel- 


| lence of your work, and the glorious hopes and 


reward before you, will change your labours in- 


to pleaſures. - If you ingage in other purſuits 


you will find your pleaſures fe, and daſhed with 
guilt and diſappointment, but. your labours and 


duiſquietudes many ; and death, inſtead of end- 
ing your ſorrows, will bring you to the heigth 


of them, Your Works indeed will go with you 
into the other world, but only to ſink you deep- 
er into torment, and ! better would it have been 
for you, that you had never been born. But if 
you are wiſe in early youth, with deliberation, 
and ſeriouſneſs to, reſolve for a life of Piety and 
Virtue, ratify your reſolutions at the Lord's Ta- 


ble, and purſue them in the ſteady practice of 


all goodneſs ; from that time you are under the 
protection of a Sovereign, who will guard you 
from every real evil, and furniſh you with every 
proper good; who will not ſuffer the leaſt in- 
ſtance of faithful ſervice ta go unrewarded, but 
at the laſt great day, * will remember all your 
Works of Piety and Labours of Love, and from 
his Throne fay to you before Angels and Men, 


* Well done, good and faithful ſervants ! You 


have devoted the whole of /ife to me, and now 
a whole eternity is before you, in which you 
ſhall be happy, and the m9 diſtinguiſhing ho- 
nours in my heavenly Kingdom are yours! 

v. From this doctrine we may learn the folly 
of delaying and truſting to a death-bed repent- 


ance. 
? Matt. xxvi. 24.  ® Heb.viiio, 2 Matt. xxv. 20, 21. 
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once, According to our Text none can die in 
the Lord, but they, who have wrought for him; 
and none have bleſſed reſt from their Labours, 
but they who have /aboured in the work of the 
Lord; and to have good Works attend us to be 
rewarded in the next ſtate, we muſt-have done 
them while in the body. Whereas they who 
truſt to a death-bed repentance, continue thro? 
their whole life out of Chrift, labour only in the 
| ſervice of fin, and work only the works of un- 
righteouſneſs ; and offer nothing to God at laſt, 
but ſome fruitleſs wifhes, that they had labour- 
ed in his ſervice, and ſome promiſes of work- 
ing, when they are perſuaded their time for it 
is quite expired. Would a thorough repentance 
on a death - bed avail to ſuch for pardon and hap- 
pineſs, which the Scripture no where declares, 
yet ſuch at that time is the weakneſs of their fa- 
culties, and their incapacity for cloſe reflection, 
and continued thoughtfulneſs about ſpiritual af- 
fairs; ſuch. are the diſtractions of a diſeaſed 
pained body, and of worldly affairs demanding 
a ſettlement, and ſo many the interruptions from 
the officious attendance of Friends, and the like, 
that it is of all times the worſt they could ever 
fix on for ſuch a work, and the leaſt favourable 
for accompliſhing it. | 
For my part I never ſaw a death-bed of a 
ſinner, who of purpoſe delayed till the laſt, that 
was favourable for executing ſuch a deſign ; or on 
which what could, in any propriety, be called a 
thorough - repentance was effected. Sinners in 
view of death are indeed terribly alarmed, ſen- 
F 2 fible 


are numerous inſtances of Charity 


lineſs, are with all their cunning the greateſt 
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fible they have near ruined themſelves, and 


freely promiſe ſomething, they do not know 
well What —and this is all. Nothing appears 
like ſuch a change in the heart, as intirely to 
approve what is excellent and lovely i in the eyes 
of God, and to abhor the contrary ; nothing 
like that temper which is neceſſary to qualify 
them to be happy in the preſence and love of a 
moſt holy God, and in the perfection of goodneſs. 
Beſides, the Goſpel contains no promiſe of an 
everlaſting reward to ineſfetiue promiſes and re- 
ſolutions, extorted by the near view of death. 
It is the language of the New Teſtament, 
* We muſt ever one receive according to what we 
have done in the budy; not according to what 
we 0;/bed we had done; but did not. They 
which our 
Tard in the twenty ſiſth Chapter of St. Matthew 
declares he will reward with life eternal; and 
thoſe Virgim, tuo flept while the Bridegroom 
tarried, and their Lamps went out, and who af- 
terwards awakened-by the cry of his coming, in 
vain, hurried themſelves to be ready, but who 
came after the door was ſhut, crying, Lord, 
Lord, open. to us; theſe are by him ſtiled 
L, Virgins, and ſenter red to outer "darkneſs, 
where 1s veeping, and wailing, and gnaſhi 
teeth. They 4 — . — 4 think they il 


cunning hy — indulge their luſts, and 


injoy al the pleafares of fin, yet by a death-bed 
ance. ſecure the everlaſting rewards of ho- 


fools, 


* 2 Cor. v. 10. 
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Fools, for they deceive none but themſelves, and 
that they do fatally. ? Be not deceived, ſays 
the Apoſtle, God is not mocked, whatſoever a 
man ſoweth that ſhall be alſo reap; and bleſſed 
only are they, who when they die reft from 
their Labours in the Lord, and who have works 
of Piety and Love to follow them. 
vi, This doctrine is proper to chear the good 
under all the lalours and jufferings of life, and 
accounts for God's permitting them, They 
will ſoon reft from their labours, and the bearing 
and improving afflictions well ſhall * work out 
for them a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory. Without trials and temptations our 
love and fidelity could not be approved, and 
without an approved fidelity we could not be- 
come ſo proper objects of the divine complacen- 
cy, nor be qualified for ſo glorious a reward. 
And if Iight aſflictions, which are but for a mo- 
ment, work out a far mone exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory, God acts wiſely and kindly 
in appointing them, and we ought to go thro' 
them chearfully. Such is our preſent conſtitu- 
tion, and ſo ſtrong are our inclinations to ſenſi- 
ble good, that was not our fondneſs for it cor- 
rected by afflictions, the beſt would be in danger 
of growing ſenſual in their tempers. Through 
inconſideration alſo we run into many faults, 
which afflictions correct by bringing us to hum- 
ble and ſerious reflections. If then Vice be the 
diſeaſe and death of the ſoul, and Virtue and 
Piety its ſound ſtate; and if its immortal 2 
; an 
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and happineſs will be proportioned to the de- 
grees of its preſent healthfulneſs, we eaſily 
ſee, how that (to ſome ſtrange) maxim is true, 


* Whom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth, and ſcourg- 


eth every ſon whom he receiveth: for though no 
chaſtening for the preſent ſeemeth to be joyous 
but grievous, nevertheleſs afterwards it yieldeth 
the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs, to them 


who are exerciſed thereby; and the fruit of 
righteouſneſs is peace and life eternal. 


_ AfMidtions therefore conſidered in this view | 
as diſcipline, are no proofs of God's particular + 


diſpleaſure, but rather of his paternal love. 


And if God exerciſe good men with afflitions, 


as he did Job, merely to approve, and height- 
en, and manifeſt his Piety, Integrity, Patience, 
and Reſignation ; or if we ſuffer for righteouſ- 
neſs ſake, tor adhering to the purity of Reli- 
gion, or to the ſteady practice of our duty, 
in theſe caſes we are,, according; to our Saviour's 
command, to rejoice and be exceeding glad; 


for great is our reward in Heaven. St. Peter 


alſo directs us, not, to think it firange if a 


fiery trial befal us; when our faith and patience 


thus tried _ approved, will be found to praiſe, 
and honour, and glory, at the appearance of our 


Lord Feſus Chriſt. There are no afflitions 


but we may bear well, no trials to which 


good men may be called but are deſigned by 
God to heighten and approve their Virtue; — 
we can make. no improvement in goodneſs, 


but 


© Heb. 11 6, 11. Ifa, xxxii. 17. Matt. v. 12. 
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but it will be infinitely rewarded : it can not 
therefore in Reaſon be thought unaccountable, 
if God through out this ſhort life exerciſe his 
children with difficulties and afflictions, ſince 
here is the patience of the ſaints; and when 
they die they reſt from their  Labours, and 
their Works follow them. It is ſaid alſo of them 
" who came out of great tribulations, that t 

are before the Throne of God and ſerve bim day 
and night in his Temple; and he that ſitteth on 


the Throne ſhall dwell among them. They ſhall | 


hunger no more, neither thirſt any more, neither 
ſhall the Sun light on them, nor any beat, for 
| the Lamb who is in the midſt before the Throne 


ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead them unto living 


fountains of <waters, and God ſhall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes. Is not this great 
promiſe enough to drie every tear? And would 
any wiſe perſon wiſh to be exempted from an 
affliction, which though at preſent grievous, he 


might yet cauſe to yield ſuch glorious fruits 


of joy, and life eternal? Can any reaſonable 


perſon complain of labours, from which he. 


will fo ſoon reſt in death, and for which, after 
death, he ſhall be infinitely recompenſed ? Are 
they not, as St. James ſays, to be accounted 
happy who endure temptation, fince when they 
are tried they ſhall receive the crown of life, 
which the Lord hath promiſed to them that love 
bim? Let us but ſeriouſly meditate on the ref 


of Heaven, and all the labours and ſufferings | 


of life will appear light and eaſy. 


VII. Are 


* Revel. vii. 14. James 1, 12. 
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. .v11. Are the dead bleſſed who die in the Lord? 


This ſhould moderate our grief for thoſe, who 
thus reſt from their Labours, Are they re- 
moved from the joys of this life? They reſt 
alſo from its ſufferings ; ſickneſs, pain, folly, 


and vice for ever end with regard to them, 


and can no more diſturb their ſelf-injoyment. 
Is their time of labouring in the Lord ended? 
Their paſt 4works of Piety and Obedience are 
gone with them into the other world, to be 
rewarded with eternal happineſs. Are they 


removed from our intimacy and love? They have 


exchanged the beſt company here for infinitely 

better, and foon ſhall we meet with them again, 

greatly improved, and never to part more. 
That we have a right to this ſtrong conſo- 


lation under the death of our Friend, and 
your worthy - Paſtor deceaſed, from the agree- 


ment of his character with that given in the 
begining, of ſuch as die in the Lord, is evident 
to all, who have known how bohly, juſtly, 
and unblamably he behaved himſelf among 
you, for more than Thirty Years that he was 
your Paſtor, and for Fifty Years that he acted 
as a Tutor in this Town. During which time 
he particularly diſtinguiſhed himſelf, as a moſt 
tender Parent, a kind and generous Relation, 
and a compaſſionate and bountiful Friend to 
the Poor, without diſtinction of Parties. The 
vigorous health which he injoyed to ſo great 
an age, having, during Seventy Years, never been 
confined one day to his bed by ſickneſs, was 


ance, 
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ance, And his chearfully imploying ſo long a 
life in promoting the Faith and Practice of 
the Goſpel, among a Body of Chriſtians, where 
worldly incouragements are generally tar from 
conſiderable, | is a ſenſible proof of his Piety, 
and of his hearty affection to the Perſon, and 
Cauſe of Chri/t his great Maſter, by 
His Genius and his Inclination led him chiefly 
to delight in the Study of Nature and of the Ma- 
thematicks, in which he was a great proficient ; 
and theſe Studies aſſiſted him more juſtly to 
conceive the aſtoniſhing greatneſs of the druine 
Works, and the excellency of thoſe few and im- 


ple, but moſt comprehenfive and beneficial Laws, 


according to which the divine Mind moves, 
actuates, and preſerves this mighty frame of 


things. Hence he became qualified to receive 


more grand and worthy ideas of the boundleſs 


Perfections of the great Author and Preſerver 
of all, to form his Hearers to a more rational 
and exalted Piety, as well as the Students, 
under his care to an exactneſs of Reaſoning, a 
love of Knowledge and Truth, and an evident. 
and firm perſuaſion of the immenſe Perfec- 


tions and conſtant Providence of the Deity. 
And let me add, the freedom with which 


he treated his Pupils, his incouraging an ingui- 


fitive, temper, and ſo eaſily bearing an oppoſi- 
tion of ſentiments, at an age too, which very 
often makes perſons look on this as an intol- 
erable preſumption in Yutb; theſe were ſub-. 
ſtantial proofs of his great modeſly and love 
of Truth; and at the fame time moſt proper 


G means 
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means to incourage the ſearches, and improve 
the intellectual abilities of thoſe under his 
care, And the figure made in the learned 
world by ſeveral educated under him, is a 
2 of the wiſdom of this method, and of 
is abilities as a Tutor. 

But I muſt remember that I am ſpeaking 
to numbers, who knew much better his cha- 
rafter and worth, than my late acquaintance 
with him would allow me to do. I ſhall there- 
fore only add to this imperfect ſceteb, which I 
leave you who knew Mr. Moore better to fill 
up, the mention of one good quality, which I 
bad particular opportunity to obſerve, his great 
moderation and charity in relation to perſons 
differing from him in ſome Doctrines of Reli- 
gion, which have been warmly diſputed, and 
by many treated as fundamental, With pleaſure 
and admiration J heard him deliver theſe juſt, 
modeſt, and chriſtian ſentiments, ** I am old, 
* and muſt ſoon appear before my great Judge; 
* and under my own many errors, ſins and 
defects, have only to plead as a ground for 
* his mercifatly forgiving and accepting me, 
e an honeſt and impartial concern to know and 
* do his Will. And fhall 1 by judging and 
* condemnitig my Brethren for differing from 
* me in ſentiment, many of whom with 
* equal fincetity and regard to the anthortt 
« of Chriſt, and with greater application 
«abilities have examined theſe points, and af- 
ce ter all ſeen reafon to think and ſpeak differ- 
<« ently from me; fhall I thus deſtroy my 3 
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< plea for the 4 acceptance, and by judg- 
e ing them condemn myſelf? Nor Prudence, 
* Juſtice, nor Chriſtian Charity will allow me 
* to do it.“ Excellent ſentiments! Were they 
more common, we ſhould not only have more 
Peace, Love, and real Piety among Chriſtians, 
but more Truth in relation. to controverted 
Doctrines; none being ſo likely to find Truth, 


as perſons of this diſpoſition, freely converſ- 


ing and debating with each other. 

When ſuch was the Temper and ſuch the 
Life of our deceaſed Friend, are we not juſ- 
tified in regarding that Diſtemper, which with 
out pain put an end to his uſeful life, as a 


favour of Heaven, excuſing him from thoſe 


labours and ſorrows, which according to the 
courſe of nature would otherwiſe have em- 
bittered his life, if further protracted; and 
removing him to the world of perfection and 
immortality? Thither his Works : folow him, 
and there his long and faithful ſervices in the 
Miniſtry will be - crowned with glory and life 
— tn his pious and laborious ſearches 
into the Works of God, while he was here, 
are rewarded with the brighteſt and largeſt 
views of them, and with the pleaſures of the 
moſt exalted devotion to the infinite Original of 
all that is great and good There his love to 
his Saviour while unſeen, is recompenced by 
ſeeing him face to face, by juſt apprehenſions 
of his native excellence, his amazing condeſ- 
cenſion, and dying love, by his feeling tranſports 
of . „ gratitude, and love to him, and 
8 2 receiving 
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receiving full aſſurances of his great Mafter's 


approbation— And there his generous _— 
to all, who love our Lord Feſus in truth, 


rewarded, by his admiſſion to the ſociety — 


friendſhip of ſpirits made perfect, where Error, 


Prejudices, and uncharitable Conteſts are for 


ever unknown, and the only conteſt is, who 
ſhall moſt love God, Chriſt, and one another. 
Let none therefore, not even his neareſt Re- 
latives, mourn for him, * as they who have no 
hope ; but believing that thoſe who fleep in Jeſus, 
God will bring with him, that their ſpirits after 
a happy reſidence with Chrift i in Paradiſe, where 
with a pleaſing aſſurance they expect the con- 
ſummation of all things, and their own full 
reward, ſhall at the end of the world deſcend 
with Chriſt to Judgment, receive their bodies 
raiſed glorious, ſpiritual, and incorruptible, be 
honoured with the declared approbation of their 


- Judge before Angels and all mankind, and then 


aſcend with him to Heaven, and 7 ever be 
with the Lord, Believing theſe glorious truths, 
let us comfort ourſelves, and oy one 
another with theſe words. 

vIII. The truth declared by the voice from 
Heaven ſhould reconcile the pious and good, the 
lovers of the Lord, to the thoughts and approaches 
of their diffolution. We muſt die, that we 
may be bleſſed, yea, ſays the Spirit, that we may 
reſt from our Labours, and receive the reward 
of our WIA, Labour and ſuffering are in a 

Hour 
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greater or leſs degree the inſeperable attendants 
on mortality; and till we have put off theſe bo- 
dies, we can not be intirely freed from evil, or 
in full poſſeſſion of good. The tired labourer 
wiſhes for reſt, perſons in pain for eaſe, and the 
faithful diligent ſervant for the full reward of 
his labours; and ſhould not we chearfully 

our Maſter's voice, when he calls us from labour- 
ing in his Vineyard, and from enduring pain and 
fatigue, to receive a large reward for our Work ? 
When ſpent with the labours of the Day, we 
every Night with pleaſure throw ourſelves into 
the arms of ſleep, the image of death, in hope 
of refreſhment, and of awaking to new life and 
vigour with the returning Day. And why 
ſhould we not as chearfully commend ourſelves 
to the reſt of the grave, and to the arms of death, 
when aſſured by Feſus, who died and roſe again, 
of awaking in the morning of the reſurrection 


to immortal life; and when a voice from Hea- 


ven for our encouragement hath declared, B/, 
fed are the dead who die in the Lord, &c? 

It is true, as long as we are capable of labour- 
ing in the ſervice. of ſo good a Maſter, and of 
increaſing our intereſt in the rewards of Heaven, 
we may chearfully continue labours that will be 
thus rewarded. And furely when fpent with 
labour, and worn out with ſickneſs and pain, we 
ſhould as chearfully accept our Maſter's call to 
reſt, and to 'our reward, How deſirable to be 
for ever releaſed from fickneſs, pain, and wea- 
rineſs! To experience no more labour and diffi- 
culty in the purſuit of Truth, the — 
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Goodneſs, or the exerciſes of Devotion! How 


deſirable to receive the full approbation of our 
Maſter, to enter his preſence, and be bleſt with 
his ſmiles! How defirable to be /ike the Angels 


in Knowledge, Goodneſs, Devotion, and Feli- 


city! How deſirable then ſhould it appear to 
thoſe who have lived to the Lord, to die in him ! 
Nothing but a fooliſh fondneſs for life, which 
if its evils did not cure, one would think the 
near proſpect of Heaven might ; or elſe a doubt 
as to our title to the promiſed reward, can make 
one loth to die, who heartily believes in God, 


and in Jeſus. And if only this laſt cauſe makes 


death appear terrible, we ſhould ſoon by reform- 
ing what occaſioned our . uneaſy fears of death, 
and by greater diligence and faithfulneſs in our 
Maſter's ſervice, aſſure our title to his favour and 
rewards; and then the language of our ſouls 
would be, Come Lord Feſus, Come quickly! It is true, 
it does not yet appear what we ſhall be; we can 
not as yet fully apprehend the nature and worth 
of the heavenly bleſſedneſs But ſurely, we feel 
the evils of the preſent life enough to know, 
that an everlaſting freedom from them is moſt 
defirable; and we have injoyed enough of the 
pleaſures of Knowledge, Devotion, and Friend- 
ſhip, and Goodneſs, to be aſſured that the com- 
pleat injoyment of theſe pleaſures will make us 
exceedingly happy. And ſurely we have ſeen 
alſo enough of the Power, and Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs of God in the frame of the World, 
and in the courſe of his Providence, to be 1 
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red, that they will be perfectly happy, whom he 


and happineſs buried in the grave. Their 
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deſigns to make ſo; and bleſſed indeed to whom he 
grants reft from their Labvurs, and whoſe Works 
of Piety and Obedience he rewards with the 
munificence of a God, ä 
Finally — Are the dead bleſſed abo die in the 
Lord? Let us imitate the Faith, Piety, Pati- 
ence and Charity of thoſe who having died in 
the Lord are now inheriting the promiſes; and 
* be ffedfaſt, immoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, for as much as we know, that 
our Labour 1will not be in vain in the Lord, 
Have we been acquainted with ſuch, been wit- 
neſſes to the holineſs and uſefulneſs of their lives, 
and perhaps alſo to the ſerenity or triumph of 
their dying hours? Is their memory dear to us 
and do we repret their abſence? Let the remem- 
brance excite us to a diligent imitation of their 
virtues ; let their happy cigſe of life recommend 
their courſe of life to us, and our regret for their 
abſence ingage us to cultivate that temper, which 
may fit us again to injoy their ſociety, who are 
now infinitely improved in the world of light 
and love. Though their ſpirits are diſlodged, 
and their bodies mouldering in the duſt, their 
Piety and Virtue are not loft, nor their hopes 


\. ſpirits are returned to God who gave them z 
when abſent from the body they are preſent with the 
Lord, and rejoice in the happy fruits of their 
labours they already poſſeſs, and in the certain 
hogs 
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| hope of the yet more glorious recompence they 
| ſhall receive at the reſurrection. 5 
As therefore we would die the death of the 
r:ghteous, and have our latter end like theirs, 
let us live the life of the righteous, giving our 
main concern, application, and diligence to 
this great deſign. * The world paſſeth away, and 
the faſhion thereof, but they who do the Will of 
God abide for ever. While others therefore are 
the flaves of worldly wealth, or pleaſure, or 
ambition, let us learn from the examples of our 
pious Friends, to be the chearful devoted ſer- 
vants of Chriſt. Let us ſet no bounds to our 
ambition of the honours of the great Day, or 
to our love of the riches and pleaſures of Hea- 
ven. Let us make every day witneſs to a more 
compleat conqueſt over our paſſions, to more 
numerous inſtances of doing good, and more 
exalted degrees of gratitude, reſignation, and 
love to God; and we ſhall then find the la- 
bours of our Maſter's ſervice cheared with ſupe- 
rior pleaſures here ; and when we follow our 
ious Friends into the inviſible ſtate, ſhall be 
© zoined to the ſpirits of the juſt made perfect, injoy 
an eternal reſt from all evil, and enter on the 
perfection of happineſs, as our portion for ever, 
God grant what has been offered to our con- 


fideration may greatly contribute 0 make us all 
ſo wiſe and happy! Amen. p< Dy 
; 5-0 _ V! 
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